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By Edward W alsh
" Washinzton Post Swatl Writer :

Pres1dent Carter met with: hls top - |
farexan policy advisers.yesterday as :-

his administration: began formulating
a U.S.-respouse to the presence of 2
000 to 3000 Sowet combat troops-in -~
Cuba.. - Can 1F Colnmar..a
Secretary of State Cyrns R." Vance -
is expected to announce the adminis-
tration position at a news con.ference
scheduled for 1% a.m. today. . .-
- ¥hite House officials; saying that
Vance -had .been- designated. to. speak -
for the- administration--on. the issue,.

. declined to comment on- the meetings

of the-foreign -policy: adwsers at the
White House yesterday:r . - - s

However, one White House ofﬁcxal
suggested that the United States . will
attempt to contrast Cuban:President
Fidel Castro’s welcome for Soviet
troops on Cuban soil with Cuba’s por- .
‘trayal of, itself as . .a: “leader of the
world’s - “nonaligned” nations.

_“The presence- of Russian troops in
Cuba poses a much ‘more serious
threat to Mr. Castro's supposed status

‘of nonalignment than it does-to the

security of the Umted States," the of-
ficial said. e -

- .Cubais currently hostm° the Sthh
summit of nonaligned nations in Ha-
.vana, where there have been charaes
.by some of the nations that Castro is

. trying ta draw  them into.the Soviet.

sphere. In a-:speech’ to. the summit. -
Mondays-Castro- denied’.the - eharges

_and.denounced ‘“Yankee:imperialism™
- and-its- “dirty:- schemmv" to-+ under--

¢

..mine Cuba’s pesition of nonalignment. -

- According - to- one- . presidential"aide *
Vance was chosen to’ make the admin-,.

“istration‘response  because he is “an

appropriately -high-level official,” un-. ;
_derlining the" seriousness: of- the H:7§.+~ terda
view.:.The- Soviet troops are not con--.

. sidered a military threat to-the United",

. States, but the. State Depart:ment hasm .ing, approxi

said they are a “matter of concem” to

' twe administratiom. .70,

. - Officialss estimate-: that ﬁxere are*“
- about 3, 000 Soviet “troops i Cuba: In. . well-org

'_telh,,ence ‘reports- of the: troops sur-

. faced. las%- week, promptmo questions’
. 'of why -the Soviet. bmldup:m Cubi

" wasg not detected earlier, & 7 ¢ Syt

-Some, Sovigtsfroops. hqve» been»m-.— true. tést" -of Congress’ willi gness to |

Cuba smce’1978.-3’ut: the. extentio'{ﬁl

-w..ln._ :
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" ~Soviet omldup and the fact that it in-;
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volves combat units was not dxscov-‘
ered until last week. l‘
The Senate’ Forexcn Relauons Com- |
mittee postponed a hearing scheduled :
- for yesterday until today on the fail-
ure.of U. S. intelligence agencies to.
- detect the troops earlier. The commit-
“tee has called for testimony from Cen- .
“tral Intelligence ‘Agency . Director
Stansfield Turner and. Undersecretary
-of State DavidD, Newsom, and will
also be briefed today by Vance. L

_Chairman Frank Church (D-Idaho)
smd in .announcing postponement of
yesterdays hearing that.the commit-
" tee wants to.find out: what..“possible
' - justification”. there is. for Sov1et com-
bat troops in Cuba.

“The United’ States cannot pe.rxmt
the Seviets -to - estabhsh a military
base on Cuban soil,” -Church said,
“nor can we allow Cuba to be used as
a springboard for real or threatened
Russian military intervention in-the
Western Hemisphere.”! - % "

‘ Castro also should explain to the

. world.“how his willingness to permit
Soviet troops to hold military maneu-
vers on the island conforms to his pro-
fessed adherence te the principles of

; nonah,,nment ” Church said. -

Yesterday’s- hearing was. postponed
in part. because Turner was at the
.White House. for the series- of meet-
,.ings on'the U.-S response. Others in-
vohed in drafting .options that went
to Carter: yestetday included Vance,
Defenae Secretary Harold Brown and
natlonal secunty “‘adviser- beo'mew
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'ewn policy advxsers d ity
fflcmls said. * T
his. only: pubhc ap @arance ..
y\n er devoteg/fus attention to

a domsstic issue—-penrhnv hospital
cost contai

the legislatioy/at a Wmte House- brlef—
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